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Study: Return on investment for associate
degrees can be high for grads, taxpayers
The median earnings of associate degree
holders during their careers is about $259,000
more than for high school graduates, even after
accounting for costs incurred while attending
college, experts from AIR and the Nexus
Research and Policy Center find after conducting a national
review of community colleges and their graduates’ financial
return on investment. Communities also benefit from
associate degrees through the higher tax revenue graduates
generate. Data on each of the 579 institutions studied are
available with the report.

Papers examine difficulties of
implementing teacher value-added
measures
Three papers by AIR look at practical issues in
the use of value-added measures for educator
evaluation. Value-added measures use student
test scores to measure educators’ contributions
to student academic growth. These papers
address decisions policymakers must make in implementing
these measures, such as how to appropriately link students
to teachers and how to combine information with measures
of educator performance (for example, scores from classroom
observations or student surveys).

“Blueprint” aims to reduce disparities in
human services and behavioral health care
Created to help minimize disparities in human
services and behavioral health care, a new
guide assists states and communities develop
and implement evidence-based strategies to
broaden access for underserved groups. Step by
step, the guide walks users through a process beginning with
readiness assessment and ending with sustainability.
“Blueprint for Using Data to Reduce Disparities/
Disproportionalities in Human Services and Behavioral Health
Care” was created by AIR and SAMHSA’s Technical
Assistance Partnership for Child and Family Mental Health.

Briefs delve into costs of science degrees

IN THE MEDIA
Obamacare now where Medicare
once was
In an op-ed, Senior Vice President
Marilyn Moon looks at the
implementation of the Affordable
Care Act through an historical lens,
reminding us that Medicare was
once unpopular, too.
Los Angeles Times, 9/26/13

Education Sector merges with
American Institutes for Research
Executive Vice President Gina
Burkhardt talks about why the two
organizations are a good fit.
Education Week, 9/16/13
> Read more AIR media coverage

for higher education institutions, students
New analyses from AIR find that students
typically pay far less than what it costs colleges
and universities to educate students.

This and other findings can be found in four briefs:
• “Where Are Students Getting Science Bachelor’s Degrees?
What Are They Paying?”
• “How Much Debt Do Science Bachelor’s Degree
Recipients Accrue?”
• “How Much Debt Do Science Ph.D.s Accrue?”
• “How Much Does It Cost Institutions to Produce
STEM Degrees?”

AIR researchers serve as editors for two
Common Core NAEP studies
Senior Vice President Emeritus George
Bohrnstedt and Managing Researcher Fran
Stancavage are editors of two substantial
National Assessment of Educational Progress
studies that explore the relationship between the
content of the NAEP mathematics, reading and writing
assessments and the Common Core State Standards in
mathematics and English language arts.
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