
Charter Schools Services
 Better Ideas.  Better Methods.  Better Results.

Meeting the multitude of complex academic, administrative, and 
regulatory challenges facing public charter schools requires the 
right approach and the right team. The American Institutes for 
Research (AIR) applies the best research evidence to inform 
education policy and practice.

Charter operators, charter school authorizers, and state education 
agencies are committed to ensuring all charter schools provide 
students with high-quality education. AIR is prepared to support 
education leaders in these efforts. Our team of charter school and 
school improvement policy and practice veterans is well versed in 
the most effective approaches to academic achievement, governance, 
finance and community engagement. With first-hand experience 
serving as charter school teachers, administrators, governing board 
members, authorizers, and researchers, our team is here to help.

Partnering for Innovation
AIR could work with you to apply for external funding, including 
federal funding from the following sources:

 � Education Innovation and Research (EIR) grants with funding 
to create, develop, implement, replicate, or scale and rigorously 
evaluate innovations to improve achievement and attainment 
among high-need students. Early-phase grants are awarded  
to develop and test education practices that demonstrate 
promise, mid-phase grants are awarded to further develop 
innovative practices supported by moderate evidence and 
regionally or nationally scale those practices, and expansion 

grants are awarded to nationally scale innovative practices 
demonstrated to be effective.

 � Institute of Education Sciences National Center for 
Education Research grants, including grants for the following:

 y Low-cost, short-duration evaluation of education 
interventions

 y Education research grants

AIR also facilitates innovation through Networked Improvement 
Communities (NICs), such as the Better Math Teaching Network— 
a collaboration among AIR researchers and mathematics teachers 
and instructional leaders across New England. As the network lead, 
AIR draws upon its expertise in continuous improvement research 
methods to guide participants through continuous improvement 
cycles to improve student-centered instruction, provide more 
equitable access to student-centered learning opportunities,  
and improve student engagement and problem-solving skills. AIR 
could partner with IDEA to facilitate NICs across schools in the 
IDEA network. 

Partnering to Provide Technical Assistance
AIR has a vast array of expertise in providing technical assistance 
across a number of areas that may make an impact in your charter 
schools, including the following:

 � Leadership Coaching. AIR has expertise and experience in  
an array of coaching services provided via multiple modes  
of delivery to support professional practice. AIR approaches 
leadership coaching as a collaborative process tailored to  
your specific needs.

 � Teacher Development and Support. AIR assists organizations  
in providing high-quality, comprehensive support for teachers. 
We offer expertise and tools to support assessing the quality 

AIR researchers will partner with AppleTree Institute in Washington, 
D.C., to evaluate their expansion as they open nine new charter 
schools over five years. Founded in 1996, AppleTree is a non-profit 
organization consisting of a research and development institute and  
a public charter preschool with campuses across Washington, D.C. 
AppleTree seeks to close the achievement gap before students get  
to kindergarten by providing three- and four-year-olds with the  
social, emotional, and cognitive foundations that enable them to  
thrive in school. 
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of professional learning offerings, strategies to improve 
professional learning systems, and support to analyze 
human capital data to make the best decisions regarding 
educator professional learning and growth.

 � Designing and Implementing Early Warning Systems. By 
identifying students who are at risk of failing to meet key 
educational milestones such as reading at grade level, on-time 
graduation, or college readiness and college persistence 
early, educators can target interventions and supports to help 
students to achieve readiness and success. From the early 
stages of planning through evaluating results, AIR works 
with education leaders to customize and refine early warning 
systems based on the best available research and evidence. 

Our Expertise 
AIR has the following expertise that may be of particular interest 
to your charter school:

 � Rich prior experience with state education agencies, districts, 
schools, and state data systems and with other large urban 
districts across the country.

 � Highly qualified and committed staff who are available for in-
person meetings and understand the charter school context, 
including state charter law, state and district assessments, 
and state requirements.

 � A team of researchers with strong research and technical 
assistance skills who partner with and help clients build their 
understanding of the evaluation and research processes for 
examining the progress and effectiveness of their programs.

 � AIR is a leader in school improvement, including implementing 
evidence-based practices to develop more effective teachers 
and leaders, improve school climate and culture, develop 
more effective teachers and leaders, foster improved parent 

AIR led the National Charter School Resource Center from 2009  
to 2013, building extensive knowledge and understanding about the 
charter school landscape. The resources developed through the NCSRC 
helped state education agencies, authorizers, charter schools and 
policymakers understand and address common challenges.

and community engagement, and create high expectations 
and results for all students. 

 � AIR supports English learners by conducting rigorous research 
and evaluation to improve instruction and learning, evaluating 
policy to inform decision making, and enhancing English 
learner practice at the district, school, and classroom levels.

 � AIR conducts federal, state, and local projects designed to 
improve outcomes for students with disabilities and their 
families. We offer training and technical assistance support 
for implementing evidence-based practices in each of the 
50 states and 10 U.S. territories, as well as in hundreds of 
local school districts.

Topics We Address
Our research and technical assistance capabilities span a wide  
range of charter school issues: 
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 � College and  
career readiness

 � Conditions for learning

 � Culturally and linguistically 
responsive pedagogy

 � Early childhood education

 � Educator effectiveness

 � English learners

 � Equity

 � Expanded learning

 � Leadership

 � Multi-tiered systems  
of support

 � School finance

 � School improvement

 � Special education

 � STEM
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