2026 Request for Information—
Advancing Health Innovation Through
Artificial Intelligence (Al)

RFI Release March 23, 2026
Information Due May 7, 2026 (5 p.m. ET)
Notification June 3, 2026

Advancing Evidence.

_ ) Improving Lives.
American Institutes for Research® | AIR.ORG



Contents

OVEIVIBW AN PUIDOSE .ttt ettt et et et s eseeeen e eneseseaesasasasssnsnsnenesesssesesesasasnes 1
What We HOPE 1O LEAIN ...ttt et ettt e e e e e e e e eanananns 1
Nature Of thiS REQUEST ... e ittt et et e e e e e e e eaneaenes 1
ELigibDility REOUITEIMENTS cu ittt ittt e ettt e e e e eaeasasasasaetsasnenenensnsnsasannns 2
SUDMISSION GUIAELINES . cu ettt ettt et e e e et e et e e e eneaeneaanennan 2
O U AN ettt ettt ettt et ettt et e et e e enne 2
A. Health Research and Evidence Generation ... ....c.oevuviiiiiiiiiiniiieiieieeei e eeenenn 2
B. Health Care Delivery and Clinical Operations ......ccuvieeuiiiiiiiiiieiieieie e eeeeeeeeeans 2
C. Public Health Systems and Population Health ........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirr e 3
D. Access and CommuUNIty IMPaACT ...cuininiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e eaeaenes 3
E. Responsible Al and GOVEIMANCE ....cuuiniiiiiiiiie et eee et e e et e e e eeae e eaaananns 3
F. Emerging TeChNOlOgY HOMZONS «.cuiuniniiiiiii ettt e e e e e 3
Information Requested and ReVIEW Criteria .....ouuiuiiiiiiieieii e e e e e 4
N LC S {=T o 1 PO PRP PPN 6
Contact Information and SUPP O ...t e e et e e e e e e eae e e eanas 6

2026 Request for Information—Advancing Health Innovation Through Artificial Intelligence (Al) AIR.ORG | i



Overview and Purpose

The American Institutes for Research® (AIR®) is seeking information on promising artificial
intelligence (Al)-enabled ideas, research directions, and potential partners exploring how Al can
strengthen health systems, address disparities, and improve population health outcomes.

Through this Request for Information (RFI), AIR aims to learn from emerging work in the field and
use that input to shape future research, partnerships, and possible funding opportunities. We
welcome submissions at a range of stages—from early concepts to pilots and deployed
approaches—especially those grounded in real-world needs and feasible to evaluate.

Submissions should describe an Al-enabled concept or research direction that addresses a
clearly defined health challenge, disparity, or health system gap. Responses should be concise,
relevant to real-world health systems or populations, and alighed with at least one of the focus
areas listed below. Please also respond to the prompts in the Information Requested and
Review Criteria section.

What We Hope to Learn

Through this RFI, AIR aims to:

1. Surface breakthrough Al concepts in health by identifying early-stage ideas, novel
methodologies, and transformative approaches that could improve health care delivery,
health outcomes, or public health.

2. Identify promising research directions by highlighting high-value use cases and emerging
research questions for Al in health.

3. Advance responsible Al in health by learning how organizations address fairness,
transparency, privacy, safety, governance, and other ethical considerations when preparing to
deploy Al in health settings.

Nature of this Request

This RFlis an early step in shaping AIR’s future work in health and Al. While there are no awards
associated with this request, responses will help inform AIR’s research priorities, partnership
development, and potential future funding opportunities. AIR may follow up with some
respondents to learn more and explore ways to collaborate, including through a subsequent
solicitation.
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Eligibility Requirements

Who can respond: Academic institutions, technology developers, health systems, community-
based organizations, and individual researchers or practitioners with expertise in Al and health.

Respondents should have experience or interest in applying Al to health-related challenges,
including research, implementation, or policy development.

Submission Guidelines

e Submission platform: All responses must be submitted via Submittable.

e Deadline: May 7, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. ET. Submissions received after the deadline or through
other methods will not be reviewed.

e Review process: Responses will be reviewed by a review committee composed of external
expert researchers and practitioners as well as internal AIR staff.

e Notification: By June 3, 2026, respondents will be notified whether the review committee has
selected their project to advance to the request for proposal (RFP) phase, making it eligible for
future funding or partnership opportunities.

Focus Areas

Respondents must address one or more of the following focus areas:

A. Health Research and Evidence Generation

e Al methodologies to generate rapid, rigorous, reproducible evidence
e Models that advance causal inference or real-world data insights
e Methods to reduce research costs and accelerate timelines

e Altools for quality improvement, evaluation, and measurement

B. Health Care Delivery and Clinical Operations

e Predictive analytics for early risk identification

e Clinical decision support using large language models or multimodal models
e Computervision for diagnostics, safety, or workflow optimization

e Automation to reduce administrative burden

e Integration into electronic health records or care coordination platforms
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C.

Public Health Systems and Population Health

Al-enabled disease surveillance and outbreak detection
Emergency preparedness and system resilience
Community-focused Al tools for health promotion and prevention

Public health workforce support using generative Al

Access and Community Impact

Al solutions addressing disparities in access, quality, or outcomes
Tools co-designed with communities or public agencies
Culturally responsive, population-driven interventions

Implementation approaches that improve uptake and usability across settings

Responsible Al and Governance

Ethical frameworks for Al in health
Governance, risk assessment, and safety protocols
Validation, monitoring, and audit approaches

Privacy, security, and data governance innovations

Emerging Technology Horizons

Agentic systems and autonomous health workflows
Multimodal Al (voice, text, image, sensor data)
Federated learning

Real-time analytics

Synthetic data for health research

We encourage respondents to share information on projects or concepts that:

Improve care and outcomes (access, quality, and results—especially for under resourced
communities)

Support decision-making across settings (clinical, operational, and policy)

Make health systems work better (automation, workflow improvements, efficiency)
Strengthen public health (surveillance, preparedness, response)

Advance responsible use of Al (fairness, transparency, privacy, safety, governance)
Build implementation capacity (workforce readiness, training, adoption support)

Address community health conditions (including climate and environmental health impacts)
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Information Requested and Review Criteria

Review criteria: AIR will assess responses based on (a) relevance to the focus areas; (b) potential
to strengthen health systems and/or improve outcomes; (c) feasibility and maturity of the
approach; (d) responsible Al considerations (fairness, privacy, safety, transparency); and (e)
clarity of the proposed opportunity for partnership with AIR.

Information Requested (With Word Limits):
1. ContactInformation

— Include name, title, organization, email, and phone number.
2. Organizational Background (Word Limit: 200)

— Briefly describe your organization, mission, and relevant expertise in Al and health.
3. Overview of the Al-Enabled Innovation or Research Concept (Word Limit: 300)

— Provide a summary of your ideas, research projects, technology, or innovation.

— Indicate which focus area(s) your response corresponds with (see Focus Areas).
4. The Health Challenge or System Gap It Addresses (Word Limit: 200)

— Explain the problem and its significance.
]

CRITERIA

Does the respondent possess expertise in Al and health? Does the innovation or

concept align with the stated focus areas of this RFI?

5. Population(s) of Focus (Word Limit: 100)

— ldentify the populations or communities impacted.

C_____________________________________________________________________|
CRITERIA

Does the respondent describe how the Al approach will affect a specific population of
focus, and does it demonstrate potential to improve health outcomes or reduce gaps in

access or quality?

6. Technical Approach, Models, or Data Sources (Word Limit: 300)

- Describe the Al methodologies, algorithms, and data inputs.
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7. Maturity Level (Concept, Prototype, Pilot, Deployed Solution) (Select One)
— Indicate the stage of development:
» Concept
» Prototype
» Pilot
» Deployed solution
8. Early Results or Evidence (If Applicable) (Word Limit: 200)
— Share any preliminary findings, proof-of-concept, or validation data.
]

CRITERIA

Does the response clearly describe the Al methods, models, or data sources involved,
and do these technical components appear appropriate, feasible, and well-suited to
the stated health challenge or population of focus? Does the response offer early
evidence or insights that strengthen the case for its feasibility and impact?

9. Ethical/Quality Considerations (Word Limit: 200)
— Outline how you’ll address fairness, bias, transparency, privacy, and governance.

CRITERIA

Does the response provide a well-reasoned approach to fairness, bias, transparency,
privacy, and governance, and account for the unique needs and concerns of the

population of focus?

10. Opportunities for Partnership With AIR (Word Limit: 150)
— Suggest potential collaboration models (e.g., joint research, pilot testing, evaluation,
policy translation).
|

CRITERIA

Does the response propose thoughtful and feasible collaboration models—such as
joint research, pilot testing, evaluation, or policy translation—and demonstrate strong

potential for alignment with AIR’s mission and areas of focus?
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Next Steps

AIR may reach out to respondents for follow-up discussions as part of its review process. Based
on responses to this RFI, a review committee may select certain projects to advance to a
subsequent RFP phase. In addition, respondents with compelling ideas may be considered for
future funding or partnership opportunities outside of the RFP process. All respondents will be
notified by June 3, 2026. This RFl is for information-gathering purposes only and does not
constitute a solicitation for proposals or commit AIR to funding any projects at this stage.

Contact Information and Support

For questions, email us at AiResearch@air.org.
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