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O B S E R V A T I O N A L                E X P E R I M E N T A L

Types of Research Designs

Create snapshot of 
current activities

Case studies

Randomized-controlled trials

Matched comparison group studies

Comparative interrupted time series

Regression discontinuity designs

Nonequivalent groups studies

Interrupted time series

Single-case designs

Correlational dosage studies

Cohort studies

Case-control studies

Prepost studies

Cross-sectional studies

Assess relationship 
between two or 
more variables

Assess causal impact 
on preexisting 
treatment group

Assess causal impact 
on randomly assigned 
treatment group

Note. Click on each individual method to learn more.
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