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      Jessica Heppen, a nationally recognized expert in education research, policy, and practice, is the president & CEO of AIR. Dr. Heppen been with AIR for 20 years and, in that time, has held several key roles during her tenure. 
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Sol Pelavin




      
            

      Sol Pelavin served as president and chief executive officer of AIR from 2001-2010, after serving as AIR’s executive vice president, chief operating officer, and chief financial officer. Prior to joining AIR, he founded the Pelavin Associates education research firm in 1982. It was acquired by AIR in 1994 to form ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Alicia Harkness 




      
            

      Alicia Harkness is a certified health care financial professional and certified change management professional. She is a founding partner at Guidehouse, where she serves as the diversity leader and healthcare segment leader. She works with government, commercial, and nonprofit organizations to make a positive impact on society while balancing cost ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Kim Pattillo Brownson




      
            

      Kim Pattillo Brownson joined the Los Angeles office of the Ballmer Group as the organization’s first Director of Strategy and Policy.  Pattillo Brownson guides Ballmer Group’s county and state policy and advocacy strategy.  In this new role, Pattillo Brownson will launch the organization’s early childhood grantmaking in California, and help ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Kathy McKinless 




      
            

      Kathy McKinless is a retired audit partner from KPMG LLP and the current chair of AIR’s Audit Board Committee.
During her 28-year career, she worked with clients in several industries, including financial services, real estate, and insurance, as well as universities, research organizations, and other non-profits. After retiring from KPMG, she ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Mayra E. Alvarez




      
            

      Mayra E. Alvarez is president of The Children's Partnership, a nonprofit advocacy organization working to advance child health equity by ensuring all children have the resources and opportunities they need to grow up healthy and thrive. In 2021, she was named by President Biden to the COVID-19 Health Equity Task ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Edward Hamburg




      
            

      Edward Hamburg is an advisory partner with Morgan Stanley Expansion Capital and serves on several boards of directors for high technology companies.

Previously, Hamburg was executive vice president of corporate operations and chief financial officer of SPSS Inc., which before its 2009 acquisition by IBM was a global provider of predictive ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Marijo Ahlgrimm




      
            

      Marijo Ahlgrimm has served as AIR’s Chief Financial Officer since 2009. She has over 35 years of experience in financial management and leadership of professional services-types of government contracting organizations of all sizes and ownership structures ranging from small woman-owned to New York Stock Exchange-listed global enterprises to non-profit research-based ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  Karen  Francis




      
            
  
      Karen Francis is a vice president and the Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer at AIR. Dr. Francis leads AIR’s overall DEI efforts through the implementation of the DEI framework and strategic pillars focused on workforce and work environment; cultural and linguistic competence; identity, brand, and thematic research; and growth ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            
  David  Myers




      
            
  
      David Myers, a nationally recognized education researcher, served as President & CEO of AIR for 13 years, leading the institute during a time of tremendous change and growth.
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	Equity in Education
  (1)

	Health
  (1)

	Human Services
  (1)

	Mathematics Education
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	Mental Health
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	Technology for Teaching and Learning
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	Violence Prevention
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Board of Directors
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Leadership
  (4)

	Staff
  (404)






    

  


  
      Services

    
      
      
      





    

  



                
              

                                  

        

          

        
              
                      
                
    
  
    
      
      
      
                
          
            Learn more about how we can help you achieve your mission-critical priorities.
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Stay informed about AIR's work.

Subscribe to our newsletter. 
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