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  The Art and Science of Student Learning Objectives: A Research Synthesis




      

      
            18 May 2015

      
  


            
  
      Student learning measures have rapidly become common in teacher evaluation systems across the United States. This report provides an overview of key findings from the nearly 20 studies of SLO measures that have been conducted to date, along with considerations for future research and for practice. 
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Iowa’s Teacher Leadership and Compensation Program: Findings From 2015–16
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      The Iowa Teacher Leadership and Compensation (TLC) system was designed to provide career pathways and compensation structures to attract, retain and reward effective teachers; to promote continuous improvement in Iowa’s teaching workforce; and to increase student academic achievement. This report presents findings on the implementation progress of the TLC. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Creating Coherence: Connecting Teacher Evaluation and Support Systems to the Common Core
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      This Special Issues Brief, and related materials, from the Center on Great Teachers and Leaders aims to help state and regional staff engage districts to create coherence between the Common Core State Standards, teacher evaluation, and professional learning. The process of making meaning builds an understanding of the reforms and ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Linking Teacher Evaluation to Professional Development: Focusing on Improving Teaching and Learning
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      The recent increased attention to teacher evaluation has raised questions about the relationship between evaluation and student outcomes. This research and policy brief lays out an informal framework for using evaluation results to target professional growth opportunities for teachers within an aligned system of evaluation, leading to higher levels of ...
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      Recent media attention has raised significant concerns about our public school system’s capability to staff all classrooms; yet remarkably little research details the nature of teacher shortages. This brief provides a roadmap for policy leaders to hold better informed dialogues on the nature of teacher shortages, and target interventions to ...
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      The Iowa Teacher Leadership and Compensation (TLC) system was designed to provide career pathways and compensation structures to attract, retain and reward effective teachers; to promote continuous improvement in Iowa’s teaching workforce; and to increase student academic achievement. This report updates the Year 1 implementation and outcome findings based on ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Measuring Teachers' Contributions to Student Learning Growth for Nontested Grades and Subjects
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      This research and policy brief was developed to help states consider options for assessing student learning growth for the majority of teachers who teach content not assessed through standardized tests. It provides information about options for states to explore as well as factors to consider when identifying and implementing measures. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Essential Components of Student Learning Objectives Implementation: A Practice Brief
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      Student learning objectives (SLOs) have become the preferred measure of student growth in many new systems of teacher evaluation and compensation. This SLO practice brief aims to assist states and districts in the implementation of SLOs by providing practical steps for building a sustainable system of developing and measuring student ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Why They Stay: Teach For America Alumni in Eastern North Carolina Rural Schools
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      Teach for America’s theory of change centers on leadership and partnerships with broad and diverse coalitions to change systems that perpetuate educational inequity. This study was commissioned to gather alumni perspectives about their work and impact in a small, purposeful sample of rural communities in Eastern North Carolina. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Strategies for Implementing the Teacher Leadership and Compensation Program in Iowa School Districts
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      The Iowa Teacher Leadership and Compensation (TLC) system was designed to provide career pathways and compensation structures to attract, retain, and reward effective teachers; to promote continuous improvement in Iowa’s teaching workforce; and to increase student academic achievement. As part of an independent evaluation, AIR conducted these case studies of ...
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