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  The “Sink or Swim” Reality: Learning From Turnaround Principal Preparation




      

      
            29 Jul 2014

      
  


            
  
      With Education Secretary Arne Duncan’s announcement of the Excellent Educators for All initiative earlier this month, putting excellent principals at the helm of high-need schools remains critical. To better prepare the new principals, Aaron Butler contends in this blog post, state- and district-level leaders should make leadership development and coaching ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  What Districts Know—and Need to Know—About Their Principals




      

      
            26 Feb 2016

      
  


            
  
      Despite its potential to inform district decision-making, high-quality data about principal preparation, experience, and assignment are rarely available within districts. This brief describes the importance of improving the accuracy and availability of these data to explore questions about how to find, support, and keep the best leaders. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Accelerating School Leadership: Field-Tested Performance Tools for Principal Supervisors and Coaches
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      In this webinar, Matthew Clifford from AIR and Gail Connelly, executive director, National Association of Elementary School Principals discuss partnerships with states and districts for designing and using leadership performance assessments. 
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  American Institutes for Research Study Examines the Effect of  Providing Educators with Additional Performance Feedback




      

      
            19 Dec 2017

      
  


            
  
      Providing educators with additional feedback on their performance had a positive effect on student achievement in mathematics, but no statistically significant effect on reading/English language arts, finds a new study report examining the effects and implementation of a two-year intervention led by AIR on behalf of the U.S. Department of ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Donna Warthan




      
            

      Donna Warthan is a senior technical consultant at AIR. Her primary responsibilities include managing the overall project and budget for four federal School Improvement Grant projects in Virginia and New York. In this work, she assists the district and schools in corrective action use data to develop concrete action plans ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Developing Leaders: The Importance—and the Challenges—of Evaluating Principal Preparation Programs




      

      
            19 Oct 2016

      
  


            
  
      The role of today’s principal is changing, as is the principal workforce. Understanding how to better prepare new leaders for the role of principal is an urgent policy concern. The George W. Bush Institute and AIR have partnered to evaluate the impact of five principal preparation programs in the United ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Addressing the Talent Problem: Recruiting and Retaining Effective Educators for All Schools




      

      
            22 Oct 2019



      
  


            
  
      Join AIR and WestEd for a special panel discussion, where education practitioners and experts will showcase effective talent retention strategies linked to rapid school improvement, as well as overview strategies that federal policymakers can authorize and fund under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            


      
            
  States Can Drive Change to Make Principals Prepared on Day One




      

      
            16 Mar 2016

      
  


            
  
      Too many new principals say they are underprepared for critical leadership tasks which—combined with high job demands, poor support, and increased accountability—raises principal stress to a boiling point. In this blog post, Matthew Clifford describes 18 “high leverage” state-level policies that hold promise for increasing innovation and improving principal preparation. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Dena  D. Slanda




      
            

      Dena D. Slanda is a senior TA consultant in the Education and Instruction division at AIR. Dr. Slanda provides technical assistance and professional development to states and school districts with an emphasis on improving results for students with high-intensity needs. She does this by strengthening educator and administrator professional learning ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  A Framework for Principal Talent Management




      
            
  
      Despite clear research showing the impact that principals can have, more rigorous research and information to guide schools and districts is needed. The George W. Bush Institute partnered with AIR to develop a practitioner's guide that provides districts and policymakers guidance on policies for attracting, supporting, and retaining effective principals—and ...
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Stay informed about AIR's work.
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