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  Staff Supports │ Building Quality in Afterschool




      
            
  
      Afterschool staff working with youth are essential partners in any program’s efforts to implement quality programming. Ultimately, strong relationships are key to whether youth feel safe and can authentically engage with peers and adults. Building staff members’ capacity to strengthen relationships and align program offerings to quality standards will help ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Boston Public Schools: Turnaround Using Increased Learning Time




      
            
  
      Boston Public Schools (BPS) and the National Center on Time & Learning partnered to turn around two low-performing Boston middle schools by implementing the Turnaround Using Increased Learning Time model. AIR examined program implementation to provide formative feedback to BPS and partner organizations and to document the implementation process. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Building on What We Have Learned About Quality in Expanded Learning and Afterschool Programs: Working Toward the Development of a Quality Indicator System




      

      
            05 Feb 2013

      
  


            
  
      Over the last two decades, the expanded learning community has grown and developed, both in its day-to-day practice as well as in its knowledge of what works well. This article, written by Carol McElvain, a managing director at AIR, focuses on what the development of a robust program quality indicator ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  STEM Interest and Engagement (STEM IE) Study




      
            
  
      During middle school, many young people, especially those from low-income communities, disengage from and consequently do not achieve in school-based STEM subjects. The STEM Interest and Engagement Project (STEM IE) studied youth interest and engagement in summer STEM camps in four focus areas.
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Navigating Summertime Experiences in 2020: Helpful Resources and Support for Program Providers




      

      
            21 May 2020

      
  


            
  
      Summertime provides a unique opportunity for community partners, schools, families, and young people to work together to provide programs and services that promote the social, emotional, and cognitive development of youth. AIR expert Deb Moroney discusses how such programs might be affected by the coronavirus pandemic and offers resources for ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Matthew Vinson




      
            

      Matthew Vinson is a senior researcher working on out-of-school time (OST) initiatives with at AIR. Vinson is the project lead for OST evaluation efforts in New Jersey and Ohio, as well as analysis support for OST evaluations in Texas, Oregon, and Washington. He is the outcomes evaluation lead for the ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Texas 21st Century Community Learning Centers: Year 2 Evaluation Report




      

      
            10 Feb 2013

      
  


            
  
      Research indicates that afterschool programs can significantly improve youth outcomes in such areas as academic performance, student attendance rates, and incidence of disciplinary actions. The Texas Education Agency has implemented a number of state and federally funded afterschool initiatives in Texas, including the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program and ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            


      
            
  AIR's Community Schools Work




      

      
            05 Jun 2023

      
  


            
  
      Community schools serve as service hubs in their neighborhoods and communities, uniting families, educators, and community partners to accelerate equitable student outcomes in health, education, and employment. AIR’s community school experts work with education agencies, schools and districts, universities, and other stakeholders to promote student growth and development by removing ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  AIR Informs: Responding to the Challenges of the COVID-19 Pandemic




      

      
            23 Jul 2020

      
  


            
  
      AIR takes an evidence-based approach to its research, evaluation, training, and technical assistance work on a daily basis. For our latest podcast series, AIR Informs, AIR experts explore the different ways the coronavirus pandemic is affecting our lives and how we can address the challenges it presents. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Youth Engagement in Practice
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      Youth engagement is a “win-win proposition”—it benefits young people, adults, and organizations. AIR interviewed six youth development organizations in Chicago to learn about their youth engagement strategies. This brief highlights five youth engagement strategies.
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