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  Summer STEM—Engaging Youth, Building Identity, Narrowing Gaps




      

      
            25 Apr 2016

      
  


            
  
      What is summer STEM? Hands-on programs that teach science, technology, engineering, and math in ways that engage young people and fight the summer learning loss that especially affects the nation’s most vulnerable children and youth. In this blog post, Elizabeth Devaney and Courtney Tanenbaum share what we’re learning about successful ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            


      
            
  How Children with Serious Illnesses Benefit from SeriousFun Camps




      

      
            01 Dec 2021

      
  


            
  
      Living with a serious medical condition can be frightening and isolating for children. SeriousFun Children’s Network offers camps that “create opportunities for children and their families to reach beyond serious illness and discover joy, confidence, and a new world of possibilities, always free of charge.” In this Q&A, AIR's Allison ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  AIR Informs Episode #4: Communities of Practice During COVID-19




      

      
            09 Apr 2020

      
  


            
  
      Even though the coronavirus pandemic has pushed interaction, learning, and professional development to online environments, that doesn’t mean these activities can’t be just as effective as they would be in person. In this episode of AIR Informs, Melissa Rasberry and Marshal Conley discuss communities of practice and how they can ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Credential Systems │Building Quality in Afterschool 




      
            
  
      Credentials certify performance based on a set of defined skills and knowledge and allow established or emerging staff to be recognized for their competence and commitment to professional growth. To date, though research suggests that well-trained staff, such as those with credentials, are more likely to deliver high quality programs, ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Boston Public Schools: A Study of Expanded Learning Time




      
            
  
      Expanded learning time (ELT) is a school improvement strategy in which time is added to the regular school day for additional instruction or enrichment activities for students, and collaboration and professional development for teachers. Boston Public Schools and AIR are collaborating to conduct research about ELT, specifically to determine how ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Mapping the National AfterSchool Association Core Competencies with Social and Emotional Learning Practices




      
            
  
      National AfterSchool Association survey findings suggest that, while organizations and programs value social and emotional learning and many professionals implement SEL practice, many do not feel knowledgeable talking about SEL. NAA and AIR developed SEL to the Core: Building from Foundational Youth Development to Support Social and Emotional Learning as ...
  

      
    

  

	




  

      
      
              




      
    

  
      
      
            


      
            
  What and How Do Summer Schoolers Learn? 




      

      
            01 Sep 2015

      
  


            
  
      Years of research show that students from low-income families are more likely to forget previously learned material over the summer than students from wealthier families. Over time, these losses add up, widening the socioeconomic disparity in academic performances. Carol McElvain explains how high quality summer opportunities for low-income students can ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            


      
            
  Developing a Theory of Change and Measurement Plan for Learning in NatureBridge Programs 




      
            
  
      At NatureBridge, educators believe that when young people discover the wonder and science of the natural world, they’re prepared for a lifetime of exploration and stewardship of the environment. As the field of social and emotional learning (SEL) has evolved, so too has our understanding of the ways in which ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Aligned Professional Development │Building Quality in Afterschool




      
            
  
      Ensuring strong alignment between quality standards and afterschool programs requires creative thinking, planning, and collaboration. Afterschool programs that align professional development with quality standards can support staff learning and sustain continuous improvement by reinforcing professional standards and practices. ...
  

      
    

  

	



  
  

  
      
      
            
  Core Competencies │Building Quality in Afterschool




      
            
  
      Core competencies are the capabilities that are critical for afterschool staff to deliver high quality programs. These competencies are intended to set a foundation for professional development, provide opportunities for career advancement, and inform program quality and continuous improvement.
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